1. Waste Management

The province works with the aquaculture industry to ensure compliance with pollution prevention requirements and to ensure that waste discharged from aquaculture facilities is minimized.  The Ministry of Water, Land and Air Protection leads the delivery of pollution prevention initiatives in BC.  In September 2002, new performance-based waste standards were introduced in regulation.  Farmers must monitor the marine environment around the farm and MWLAP performs annual environmental monitoring and auditing to assess industry compliance with the standards and to assess effects on the marine ecosystem.

Key features of the Finfish Aquaculture Waste Control Regulation:

· Utilizes chemical and biological indicators to gauge the health of the benthic community (ocean bottom-dwelling organisms);

· Monitoring of indicators to ensure there are no long-term changes in the benthic communities near salmon farms compared to background levels;

· Pre-operational baseline inventory must be taken to document benthic conditions before farm production begins;

· An industry monitoring and reporting program, consisting of sediment sampling and/or underwater videos;

· Standards are being developed using information from industry and government environmental monitoring and focus study.
