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BULLETIN

Changes to the Ministry of Fisheries’ Commercial 

Finfish Aquaculture License application and amendment procedures. 

The British Columbia Ministry Fisheries BC Fisheries recognizes the significant growth of finfish aquaculture during the past several years and the economic and employment contributions by this sector to the province.  As the lead agency responsible for the management of the commercial finfish aquaculture industry in British Columbia, BC Fisheries is continually improving the effectiveness of the Commercial Aquaculture Licence and supporting documents.

Applications for an Aquaculture Licence or for Crown Land tenure for finfish aquaculture facilities require the submission of a Development Plan.  This document communicates the scope and extent of the proposed operation to a number of agencies and groups.  This bulletin updates the current finfish hatchery Development Plan to include information regarding additional regulations and permits which are important to the application process.  The bulletin seeks to identify possible risks associated with finfish aquaculture development and operation in order that specific design features and operating practices can be included to address these issues.

Changes to the application process and hatchery development plans

i)  Submission of professional construction plans is now a requirement for new hatchery proposals and modifications to existing facilities.  We are aware that the complexity of most hatchery designs already require that engineered drawings be rendered for approval by municipal and regional district planning departments.  A summary schematic of water supply and effluent information as described in part 2 below must now be included for our files as part of your licence application and review.

ii)  Pump testing of the intake and effluent systems by a qualified hydrologist is now a requirement for final operational approval.  This testing ensures that aquifers and discharge fields are adequate for the intended  water volumes.  Operational modifications may be required in cases where either aquifers of discharge fields, or both, are inadequate to support intended water use, or where the operation of the facility could adversely impact Provincial surface or ground water sources. 

iii)  More information on associated zoning changes and water and waste permitting requirements for hatcheries is now included.  Rapid approval of an Aquaculture Licence is dependent upon prior or simultaneous timely completion of tasks related to these matters. 
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Guidelines for Hatchery Application
The following pages contain important information about additional permits and licenses that may be required by applicants who are applying for a Commercial Aquaculture Licence to operate private hatchery in British Columbia.  The information is provided in a checklist format so that applicants may ensure that all of the  requirements and standards of  BC Fisheries and other licensing or permitting agencies have been met.
Land based hatcheries are located on either provincial Crown or private lands.

A. Crown Land.
        a. Land tenure for the purpose of aquaculture is required from the Land Management branch of the British Columbia Assets and Land Corporation.  Tenure can be in the form of a licence of occupation or a lease.  The application process for tenure may take up to two years to complete, lease applications generally take longer.  It is recommended that first-time applicants apply for a licence of occupation.  Granting of tenures may be conditional on appropriate local government zoning, where applicable.  Tenure application must include submission of a completed Hatchery Development Plan available from the Ministry of Fisheries (see also part , Hatchery Development Plan).

        b. Where it is anticipated that hatchery operations will entail transport of eggs, fry or broodstock across provincial regional boundaries, as defined by the Federal/Provincial Transplant Committee, or when the use of non-indigenous species is proposed, a Form B, Transplant Permit from the Transplant Committee is required.  In such cases, agreement in principle for this permit  should be obtained from the Transplant Committee before proceeding with any other permit or licence application.  

        c. Rezoning (if necessary) by a municipality or regional district should be applied for at the time of tenure application.  Rezoning can take up to one year to complete.

       d.  A water licence is required to divert water from existing surface water bodies for use in a hatchery.  Application is made to the Water Management Branch, Ministry of Environment, Lands and Parks and can take up to two years to successfully complete.

       e. Ground water extraction does not currently require a Water Licence.  However, if ground water is to be extracted at a rate which exceeds 75 liters/second, the project will a project approval certificate issued under the Environmental Assessment Act.  Certificates normally require completion of hydrogeological investigations undertaken at the applicant’s expense.

        f. A waste permit from Waste Management Branch, Ministry of Environment, Lands and Parks, is required for facilities that do not qualify for exemption under the Land Based Finfish Waste Control Regulation.  Exemption registration and a waste management plan must be  approved by the regional Waste Manager before construction of the facility begins.  

        g. All hatcheries require a valid Aquaculture Licence from the Fisheries Management Branch of the Ministry of Fisheries before they begin operating.  Application for an Aquaculture License must be accompanied by a copy of the Hatchery Development Plan and should be made at the time a tenure application is made.  The licence application may take six months to complete.
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B. Private land.

        a.  Land tenure is not required for project proposals on private lands.  However, the applicant must provide proof of ownership of the land or proof of permission for the project from the legal land owner.

        b. Where it is anticipated that hatchery operations will entail transport of eggs, fry or broodstock across provincial regional boundaries, as defined by the Federal/Provincial Transplant Committee, or when the use of non-indigenous species is proposed, a Form B, Transplant Permit from the Transplant Committee is required.  In such cases, agreement in principle for this permit  should be obtained from the Transplant Committee before proceeding with any other permit or licence application.

        c. Where necessary, rezoning by a municipality or regional district should be applied for at the time of tenure application.  Rezoning can take up to one year to complete.

        d.  A water licence is required to divert water from existing surface water bodies for use in a hatchery.  Application is made to the Water Management Branch, Ministry of Environment, Lands and Parks and can take up to two year to successfully complete.

        e. Ground water extraction does not currently require a Water Licence.  However, if ground water is to be extracted at a rate which exceeds 75 liters/second, the project will a project approval certificate issued under the Environmental Assessment Act.  Certificates normally require completion of hydrogeological investigations undertaken at the applicant’s expense.


        f. A waste permit from Waste Management Branch, Ministry of Environment, Lands and Parks, is required for facilities that do not qualify for exemption under the Land Based Finfish Waste Control Regulation.  Exemption registration and a waste management plan must be  approved by the regional Waste Manager before construction of the facility begins.  

     g. All operating hatcheries require a valid Aquaculture Licence from the Fisheries Management Branch of the Ministry Fisheries before they begin operating.  Application for an Aquaculture licence must be accompanied by a Hatchery Development Plan and should be made at the time that a tenure application is made (for project proposals on Crown land).  The licence application may take six months to complete.

Page 4

C. The Hatchery Development Plan

A complete Hatchery Development Plan is required for all new project proposals, and when modifications or amendments to existing facilities are proposed.  This document provides  basic information requirements for most permitting agencies.  When completing the Development Plan ensure that the following points are carefully addressed.
Section A:  

       The proposed location must be referenced to a NTS or BC Geological Services map.  You must enclose a photocopy of this map with the proposed site clearly indicated.

        You must investigate zoning and specify in the Development Plan the type (if any) of zoning in place and that commercial use (agriculture/aquaculture) is permitted. 

       You must contact the Regional Fisheries Biologist (MELP) or, if applicable a regional Fisheries Officer (DFO) to determine any concerns they may have regarding predator and fish escapement control.  Your proposal must contain detailed plans and contingencies to address any concerns.

Section B:

       List and describe all physical improvements and structures for the proposed project (buildings, sheds, tanks, troughs, trays, etc.)

       List all species and intended level of production (number and final weight) for each.

Section C: 

      Hatchery Development Plans must be accompanied by professional drawings of all buildings, rearing structures, wells, water supply systems, effluent treatment systems and piping. Construction plans are not required but drawings should clearly indicate:  
i.  water source (location, elevation relative to  hatchery, delivery system),

ii.  type and location of rearing structures,

iii.  re-circulation systems and pumping (if included),

iv.  effluent water treatment (filters, screen, chemical disinfection, etc.),

v.  effluent water disposal (pond, injection well, surface flow, etc.).

Where culture of non-indigenous species is proposed the drawings must also indicate:

vi.  locations and specifications of at least three levels of screening to safely contain all life stages from access to the effluent system,

vii.  perimeter fencing and secure access gates around the facility to ensure the security of the compound to unauthorized access,

viii.  Intrusion alarm to warn of unauthorized intrusions into fish containment buildings,

ix.  Alarm systems to warn of unit malfunction when drum filters are proposed as one level of screening,

x.  secure covers for all outdoor ponds, tanks, raceways and open outflows to prevent predator incursion and egress by fish (“jumpers”),

xi.  All fish containment structures and any access ports to the effluent system located above the 100 year flood level, as determined by a hydrogeological survey of the site. 
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Hatchery Development Plan – (continued) 

Section D: 

      Water Source - If your water source is from ground or infiltration galleries, the plan must be accompanied by a hydrogeological report on the characteristics of the aquifer, and its ability to sustain the proposed water volumes that will be required without impacting existing users of the aquifer.  The parameters of a hydrogeological survey will be unique to each application and should be discussed with personnel from the Water Management Branch of the Ministry of Environment, Lands and Parks.

       Water Discharge - If water is proposed to be discharged to ground, the plan must be accompanied by a hydrogeological report.  The report will discuss the characteristics of the receiving ground and its ability to safely and effectively absorb the discharge, whether passive or forced, without impacting neighboring uses or, when ground water is used as the source, existing users of the aquifer.

D.  Post-approval Conditions
Once all conditions have been met and approved, and subject to final authorization of the Aquaculture Licence, BC Fisheries in consultation with other agencies or the appropriate authority may require:

         A seven day, operational water check of the facility conducted by a professional hydrologist, to determine system integrity and performance.  This may result in additional requirements or modifications to the system before final operational approval is granted. 

         In some cases where failure of the facility or unexpected malfunction could result in an unacceptable environmental impact or endangerment of local fish stocks and/or wildlife, the proponent may be required to post a performance bond.  The bond will be of an amount deemed sufficient to clean up or ameliorate the potential impact or endangerment.

