1. Application Process

Site Applications

In order to apply for a new site (or to relocate an existing site), aquaculture operators are required to submit a detailed proposal that describes all aspects of the proposed site and facility.  This application requires the completion of extensive surveys and studies of the area. An application typically constitutes over 100 pages of information and may cost upwards of $25,000 dollars to complete.  The following information must be included: 

· a detailed description and maps of the site location

· the planned layout and dimensions of all buildings and structures at the facility

· the proposed production levels and species to be cultured 

· information on local First Nations

· nearby environmental resources and human activities

· detailed surveys of the seabed under the farm

· waste management plans

Application review process

The information contained in the application is reviewed by government in making statutory decisions regarding the provincial Fisheries Act, Land Act, and Waste Management Act, and the federal Navigable Waters Protection Act, Canadian Environmental Assessment Act, and Fisheries Act.

Consultation: Each application is also sent to several non-government groups for comment. These may include tourism operators, boating organizations and harbour commissions that have a vested interest in the area and can provide useful information on uses in the area. First Nations referrals and public open houses also take place as part of the consultation process. These are often undertaken jointly by the company and the provincial government. Recommendations and comments that result from these referrals are submitted to government and considered as part of the assessment process.
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